
College Algebra
Course Syllabus

2022-2023

Mrs. Kelly Wilson
kwilson@spxkc.org
Room 251

Materials: These materials are a suggestion, not a requirement.
Pencils
1 ½  inch three-ring binder
Loose-leaf notebook paper
Dividers (Notes, Homework, Quizzes, Tests)

Expectations:
Come to class on time.  If you are not in the room when the bell rings, you are tardy.

Come to class prepared to learn.  Bring your materials every day.  You will not be
excused to go get anything once the bell has rung.

NO CELL PHONES.  Your cell phone should not be seen once you enter class.  This
applies to Airpods (or any other brand) as well.  Also, I should not see you pressing
buttons on your Apple watch.

Text: College Algebra, 7th edition;  2007, Ron Larson and Robert Hostetler;
ISBN 0-618-64310-9;  Houghton Mifflin Company  (This is NOT provided to you by the
school.  It is your responsibility to buy it.)

General Catalog Description: Review of elementary algebra, solutions of equations,
functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, inequalities, systems of linear
equations, equations of second degree and their graphs, binomial theorem, complex
numbers, and polynomials.

Homework: It is very important that you do your homework. It will give you practice
and reinforce what we have discussed in class.  Homework will be assigned daily.  You
should begin your homework on a new piece of paper every day. Your name, the
section number, page number, and problems should be written at the top of your
paper.  I expect you to copy down the problems and show all of your work. Homework
is to be done in pencil. You are responsible for checking your answers to all of the
odd problems in the back of the book.  I will read the answers for any even problems
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that I assign.  I will check your homework at random and it will be graded based on
completion.  You will earn five points depending on how much of the assignment you
completed.  Partial credit will be possible. I will not enter each individual assignment in
the computer gradebook.  I will combine several assignments, possibly the entire
chapter worth of assignments, and enter the combined grade.

Quizzes: I usually give at least one quiz per chapter. If the chapter is short, we may
skip a quiz.

Tests: We will have one test per chapter.  Tests are the primary methods of assessing
what you have learned.  They will be given at the end of each chapter.

The breakdown of your grade is as follows:
15% Homework
70% Quizzes and Tests
15% Semester Exam

Grading Scale:
A 93 and above A- 90-92

B+ 87-89 B 83-86 B- 80-82
C+ 77-79 C 73-76 C- 70-72
D+ 67-69 D 63-66 D- 60-62

F below 60

Missed Quiz or Test: If you miss school on a quiz or test day and you were present
the day the quiz/test was announced, you will be expected to make up the quiz/test the
day you return.  If you miss the day before the quiz/test, you are still expected to take it
with everyone else.  You do not get an extra day to study.  (Take advantage of late
starts.  If  you miss a test on Tuesday, come in on Wednesday or Thursday morning or
during seminar.)

Absences: If you are absent, it is your responsibility to learn what you missed by
checking with a classmate or the SPX website (www.spxkc.org, under Our School,
Faculty and Staff, and select Mrs. Wilson). Your homework should be made up in a
timely manner, turning in the current assignment and at least one make-up assignment
daily until caught up.  The block schedule creates some problems.  If you miss a day,
you need to come in the next day regardless of if you have my class or not.  You have
one day to  make up an assignment.  The block day counts as a day even if you don’t
have my class. If you are absent due to a planned absence, you are responsible
for getting your assignment.  It will be due on the day you return. Planned
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absences include vacation, college visits, and away sporting events.  I will strictly follow
the attendance policy as outlined on pages 7-8 in the student agenda.  Starting on your
11th absence, you will receive a 0 for anything that I grade.

Academic Honesty: Cheating is a practice I will not tolerate.  If you are caught
cheating, I will write you up.  Copying someone’s homework is cheating.

Extra help: You may come in before or after school or during seminar.  Make sure to
get a pass before seminar.


